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Self-sufficiency is a big word. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
has adopted that and self-reliance as slogans in his IL P,
speeches. They should prove catching at this juncture. Vil-
lages will be swept away, if they are not self-sufficient as to
their primary wants and self-reliant as to their protection
against internal disruption by dissensions and disease and ex-
ternal danger from thieves and dacoits. Self-sufficiency, there-
fore, means all the cotton processes and growing of seasonal
food crops and fodder for cattle. Unless this is done there will
be starvation. And self-reliance means corporate organization
ensuring adjustment of internal differences through arbitration
by the wise men of villages and cleanliness by corporate atten-
tion to sanitation and common diseases. No mere individual
effort is going to suffice. And above all villagers must be taught
to feel their own strength by combined effort to make their vil-
lages proof against thieves and dacoits. This is best done by
corporate non-violence. But if the way to non-violence does
not seem clear to workers, they will not hesitate to organize
corporate defence through violence. I am not having in mind
Congressmen who have adopted non-violence as their final creed
and so have no choice in the matter.
Thus the students, if they will, can have a strenuous vaca-
tion. Who knows that the vacation may not prove even in-
definite ? But if it is not, two months are good enough time for
laying down a good foundation for self-sufficiency and self-
reliance.
My correspondent is timid. There is no cause to fear com-
munal strife. Students who take up village reorganization can-
not afford to be communal Communalism is an urban product
fated to flourish only on urban soil. In rural areas the people
are too poor and too interdependent to find time for communal
quarrels. Be that as it may, student workers are assumed, for
this note, to be free from the virus.
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